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Homeless Lockers

As architects, we attempt to address the needs of 
our clients and to respond to design questions in a 
socially conscious manner. Every design is a careful 
response to a question. Architects typically utilize 
shelter as a primary response, but perhaps at times 
the best solution is to look past the building and 
to offer a small scale solution which could in turn 
have large scale benefits for the user.

When asked about their most immediate needs, 
homeless people often refer to a lack of storage. 
Because no secure private space is offered to the 
homeless, people constantly have to remain on 
their guard against theft or damage. If concern for 
property is always an issue, an additional element of 
stress is added that prevents a person from seeking 
new working or living conditions. Part of being a 
citizen is knowing that you are recognized by your 
community and that on some level, measures are 
taken to offer protection to your person and your 
property. 

This design considers an idea to implement 
public lockers specifically designed for the needs 
of homeless people. In order to encourage 
interaction and a feeling of ownership, the lockers 
would be designed in a series of pods to be placed 
in strategic areas within a town or city and would 
contain between four and eight individual units. In 
addition to storage space, each unit would also be 
recognized as a registered post office address to 
which mail could be delivered. 

In order to be eligible for such a locker, a person 
would have to be screened and accepted into a 
program designed to maintain accountability. The 
program would in turn provide aid and resources 
to homeless people in hopes of securing new work 
and better living conditions. 

Research into this topic shows that similar programs 
have been considered at the University of California 
Berkeley, and at Architecture for Humanity in the 
Minneapolis/St. Paul area. Additional information 
about these programs can be found at:

http://www.dailycal.org/article/16996/homeless_locker_program_set_to_move
http://simpsonhousing.wordpress.com/2008/08/21/
http://www.berkeleydailyplanet.com/issue/2001-10-16/article/7510

PERSPECTIVE

PLAN - NTS

PRECEDENT STUDY









In general society makes it extremely difficult for the homeless community to 
remove themselves from their current situation and re-assimilate themselves 
into society.  It has become a perpetual problem that the system has created for 
its citizens.  This community is not allowed to have proper access to emplace-
ment opportunities or shelter it needs.  The Muncie Indiana Transit System is an 
asset to anyone without personal transportation and is underused in its ability 
to facilitate transportation to this community.  It has distances itself from needy 
users and could help the less fortunate find transportation to various destina-
tions or employment.  Correcting the problem of access to this asset would go a 
long way in providing dignity to the homeless community.  

The MITS can offer dignity 
back to the homeless community 
through temporary riding permits 
while stationed as residents of their facilities.  
This Downtown Terminal is centrally located and 
allows for easy transportation throughout the city.  This 
facility gives the community a place to sleep with 22 individual 
bedrooms, lockers and mailboxes.  These amenities are provided 
directly above the public space providing access to the public while creating 
separation for privacy.  This place also provides additional showering and restrooms 
for the community to use in addition to the public restrooms to provide additional 
privacy.  The individual bedrooms are supplied with daylighting, a single bed and a changing 
room.   These 22 beds are accompanied by lockers and mail boxes for each room to help the home-
less community reenter society.  This solution combines what the city of Muncie is already, doing with the 
Muncie Mission, and now the asset of public transportation.  This proposal creates dignity for both the users and 
the Muncie community.
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