
The public park system is accessible to tower residents and to community members at all times.  A wide 
variety of park spaces can accommodate different users and their different activities/needs/interests.

An amphitheater brings hundreds of people together 
for concerts, festivities, and events (interaction).

Safety and security of the park system is achieved 
through informal surveillance from both tower 
residents and crowds of people in the spaces. 

water park garden plots

Problem:  Architects, designers, and 
developers of public housing do not give enough 
attention to the project’s public space component.  
Examples of a reluctant designer can be traced to 
previous housing projects like Pruit-Igoe, Caprini 
Greens, and Techwood Flatts, all unsuccessful 
building failures of the 1960’s and 1970’s.  Residents 
of those projects were denied dignity because 
public spaces, green spaces, and sports courts were 
problematic issues.  First, public green spaces were 
not figured into an already limited, tight budget.  
Policy makers and designers reluctantly withheld 
these spaces in the design even though they were 
important aspects of “community interaction”. 
Second, with a small budget set aside for landscaping 
and maintenance, courts, fields, and plazas became 
rundown and eventually would be paved over 
in concrete - solution as “low maintenance”.  In 
many other instances, courts, plazas, and other 
vegetation were vandalized/destroyed due to “sense 
of ownership” that residents lacked from day one.  
Such components would be removed or blocked 
off with barriers to temporary or permanently “fix” 
such problems.

Solution:  Architects, designers, and 
developers of public housing need to be more 
careful and sensitive when designing public spaces.  
The article Public Space and Protest explains that 
spaces can be transformed by different protests or 
people.  Pubic spaces are public and people have the 
right to accept/refute such spaces and its activities 
that take place there. Like the questionnaire/survey 
given to the people at the Plaza de la Cultura, 
citizens of planned plazas/spaces should have a 
say or opinion in the design process or in some 
cases have the right to determine what goes on or 
what is placed in a space because they will be the 
primary users or persons directly affected by such 
spaces/installations/activities. The Contradictions 
of Public Art explains that installations in public 
spaces need to embrace everyone, not just a certain 
type of people.  Also, users should feel connected 
to such installations.  Designers must take into 
consideration context, user, and reaction and be 
connected to all three.  Designers, architects, and 
developers need to create a dialogue between their 
installation (public spaces) and the public (users) 
that they are ultimately affecting/designing for. 

Arch 501 Project:  The urban design 
project consisted of five residential towers that is 
situated in such a way to overlook a park system 
(accessible to all tower residents and other 
community members).  Focusing on different park 
types that would be suitable for different types of 
people (age and interest) was the overall concept 
of the park and provides dignity for all as well.  
Realizing that small children need room to run, 
play, and explore but also requiring safety and 
security, I designed a water playground that would 
be central in the park system to encourage informal 
surveillance.  For teenagers, I offered different 
sports courts such as basketball and tennis.  These 
courts would be accessible to all and would be 
open 24/7 to accommodate “late night” activities 
typical of this age group. A dog park, which allows 
residents to run their dogs or dense tree groves for 
people needing shade, were other considerations 
for dignity of people. I provided individual garden 
plots to a “green thumb group” of residents to 
accommodate not only their gardening needs but to 
provide pieces of land that people can rent out and 
take “ownership” in. Public installations (ecology 
gardens, drainage swales/gardens, and information 
kiosks informing residents about nature and best 
sustainable practices) are used as a testament for 
sustainable living practices and healthy lifestyles.  By 
providing information/suggestions that encourage 
people to live healthier and to be considerate to the 
environment creates dignity not only for the well 
being of residents but also for the future of society, 
the development, and for the environment.  A large 
amphitheater space brings a large mass of people 
together to celebrate a common thing/person/event. 
A sense of community, through the amphitheater, 
creates a resident’s sense of attachment to place.amphitheater



Safety & Security
Issue: Generally, hotel guests are not given an outdoor space to which they can call their own. 
Some hotels provide small balcony spaces for each room, but this does not allow for any 
activities to actually take place in these spaces. In an extended stay hotel where guests will be 
staying for weeks to months at a time, it is very important to give the ability for people to feel 
at home as well as allowing them to form community ties with other people staying at the 

hotel.
Solution: This outdoor patio area for my studio project gives the hotel guests a space to enjoy 
the outdoors, while still maintaining the safety and security that they would have in all other 
interior spaces of the hotel. Being away from home for extended periods of time may take 
away from the guests dignity and feeling of home. To combat this, I have designed a space 
that mimics the idea of a front porch or patio that gives a feeling of being at home. In a very 
stressful time, tying the guest to a home environment will allow them to develop a sense of 
dignity and ownership other this outdoor space. It is also a space that will allow guests to 

relax and take part in activities that are common to a home environment. 
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