
 In my Design for Dignity project, I chose to address the rural homeless 
among migrant workers.  According to the BOCES Geneseo Migrant Center, “The 
number of farm workers in need of housing exceeds the number of units available 
in state approved migrant camps and many workers are left on their own to find 
a place to stay.” 1   It is for this reason that I am proposing a mobile housing unit 
for these workers to use on-site.  This is not a permanent housing solution as 
many workers have families who live in a city setting.  However, this will provide 
impermanent housing conditions for the duration of a job until workers can go 
back to their families or move on to the next job.   
 During travel, the unit is not much larger than a standard car-sized U-Haul.  
This allows workers to have smaller vehicles and still be able to tow the unit.  Once 
on site, clerestory windows can be opened to let light into each of the three 
personal rooms.  Clerestory windows are used instead of traditional apertures so 
to provide privacy from other workers and bosses.  Venetian blinds would not be 
as wear resistant or as private as this solution.  Within the rooms, there are single 
beds and desks which fold up during travel.  It was important to include desks 
so as to provide a writing surface:  “There is only a 50.7% high school graduation 
rate among migrant teenagers. Frequent moves and the need to have them 

contribute to family income make 
school attendance difficult.” 2  A 
thing as simple as a writing surface 
can enable learning and provide 
opportunity. Single-occupancy 
rooms also allow privacy.    
 Side panels can be pulled 
back to create a sitting and eating 
area as well as a shower and laundry 
room.  Folding chairs, stove, and 
sink enable workers to cook for 
themselves rather than spend 
extra money on fast food.  Also, it 
was important to have a social area 
for workers to relax in after a hard 
day’s work.  A struggle for migrant 
workers is having a place to clean 
their clothes.  The shower room has 
plastic bins which allow for hand-
washing clothes.  The bins can be 
stored in the rooms during travel.   
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1 www.migrant.net
2 Ibid.


