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an issue |With a declining economy and 

deteriorating inner cities, there is an increasing need for both education

 and recreation in poverty areas. As these poverty neighborhoods continue to

 consume larger areas and a higher number of people - the need for assistance becomes

 increasingly important. Many people fi nding themselves in these ‘ghetto’ areas have to overcome 

not only the physical challenge of fi nding employment with wages that can support them and possibly a 

family, but they also have to fi ght the looming emotional threat that comes with a seemingly meaningless life. 

dignifi ed citizenship | If searching for a lack of citizenship, it is not hard to fi nd - just head to the inner city. 

Growing out of a seemingly abandoned infastructure of a once great place, people in the poverished areas often 

have to beg, fi ght, and steal to put food on the table. With parents in jail and a constant threat of violence, often 

times joining a gang is the best way to fi nd the motivation to get out of bed. The violence and drug use that is 

shunned in mainstream society becomes a way of life for many of those trapt in poverty. 

a suggestion | The idea that I am proposing is far from the answer to solve all the problems of poverty, but can 

serve as a step in the right direction - it can serve as an alternative and a positive voice. The idea is for a series of 

mixed-use community centers that will feature a recreational facility (basketball, swimming, or raquet ball, etc). 

Equipped with locker rooms and showers, the facilities can double as a place for the displaced to grab a cot in a dry, 

warm place for the night. The public facilities will also have space for a 24-hour computer lab and other educational 

rescourses to assist in the development of the skills needed to gain adequate employment. Each facility will be 

staffed by 2-3 social workers to provide positive guidence. Above the recreational facilities will be a set of various 

sized apartments that can serve as transitional housing.  
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Separate women’s and 
mens restrooms/showers 
provide an opportunity 
for the homeless to 
practice basic hygeine.

Secure lockers provide an 
opportunity for homeless 
individuals to properly and 
safely store their personal 
belongings.

Sleeping pods allow for 
a homeless individual to 
sleep safely, comfortably 
and warmly indoors.

Social zone is 
separated by a 
perforated wall.

Social zone allows for 
homeless individuals 
to enjoy each other’s 
company in a safe 
and warm environment.

Bike racks allow for 
homeless individuals 
to secure their bicycles 
while at the shelter.

Issue: Homeless individuals have 
many forces acting against them.  
One of the main forces holding 
homeless individuals back is the 
fact that they don’t have readily   

available access to shower facilities 
to prepare them for advancement in 
society.  
Design: The proposed design 
would create a shelter, a humane 
place for someone who is down on 
their luck to be able to sleep, 
shower, socialize, recieve mail and 
safely store their belongings.  To be 
an “acceptable” individual in 
American society it is thought that  

one must be physically presentable, 
healthy and have an address.  The 
design would allow for homeless 
individuals to regain their dignity by 
providing an opportunity and place 
for them to clean-up, have a good, 
warm nights rest, send and recieve 
mail and to establish friendships, a 
support network with others in 
similar situations, so they can again 
become citizens of the community.
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24 hour
homeless education center

+ daycare

a programmatic solution
Creating a 24 hour education center for the 
homeless would allow many people to use the 
facilities outside of the normal 9-5 business day.  
Some struggling people may have a job, but lack 
the resources to improve or advance without 
the education center.   Internet access, donated 
textbooks, mock interviews, and apparel can 
be found within the building. The facility  off ers  
private rooms for showering and cleaning up, as 
well as, a few washer and dryers because having 
the ability to look presentable at an interview 
is very important.  The facility could also lend 
out business attire for those who do not have 
presentable clothes.  In addition to the resources 
designed to help the homeless get on their feet, 
the facility off ers mailboxes for a  permanent 
address to place on job applications.  In the 
event the center needs to close temporarily, the 
mailboxes can still be accessed while the rest of the 
building is locked.  Also, by having a receptionist 
at the front of the building a secure entrance is 
established to keep the children in the facility safe.

The daycare center is of vital importance for 
parents who are going on job interviews because 
the children lack proper supervision.  Donated toys 
could be provided as well as art supplies or books 
to keep the children entertained and learning.  
Small beds could also be provided for napping and 
a small kitchen for snacks.

Many urban cities have vacant buildings within 
“bad” parts of town where homeless numbers are 
high.  It is important to note that these suggestions 
can be fi tted into a variety of buildings no matter 
what shape or size.

In most situations, members of the homeless 
population fi nd themselves more ‘social ills’ than 
active citizens in society.  One of these facilities 
could help those in the gutter get back on their feet 
and walking tall as active social contributors.  

the problem
Someone that is suff ering from chronic 
homelessness faces not only the challenges of 
survival, but also the daunting task of rising out of 
homelessness. Lack of resources, inadequate skills 
in interviewing, preparing materials, and simply 
someone to watch a child while they interview can 
create a set of problems faced with the simple task 
of getting a job.

daycare with structured learning

sleeping room for children

computers with internet access

ability to practice interviewing

laundry facilities

mailboxes for permanent 
addresses

private shower rooms

donated books for self learning
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_For many homeless people, finding access to 
  water amenities is a constant struggle: this 
  includes washing clothing.  

_Paying to wash clothes at a Laundromat can 
  be costly over time, and it does not provide a 
  dignified way in which to store or watch ones 
  belongings.  

_For a homeless person who keeps his or her 
  possessions in a cart, they must bring it into 
  the building or risk losing it, as described in 
  The Hidden Homeless

_Most laundry facilities provide minimal 
  “comforts” consisting only of a row a chairs 
  and a folding table.
  
_Due to the long washing and drying times, 
  doing laundry can take up a lot of valuable 
  time in a day.  Many homeless spend hours 
  doing simple tasks to maintain themselves.

the SOLUTION______

_Semi-portable, sustainable laundry 
  facility and storage area

_The design fits into a standard 5’x8’ 
  utility trailer that can be moved by 
  any car or truck with a trailer hitch 
  for easily transportation.  This would 
  make a helpful addition to a car being 
  used as a home.

_Rain barrels attach parasitically to 
  the down spouts of existing buildings 
  for sustainable water source.

_The folding area has enough room 
  underneath to park a shopping cart or 
  store luggage

_A fold-down table top and chair 
  provide a seat and a place to work, 
  read, study, or fill out job applications

_A PV panel on the roof provides power 
  to run the machines and a small light.

new DIGNITY______
_Design provides space to do other 
  tasks while waiting on clothes to 
  wash and dry.

_The structure can be locked, allowing 
  users to run errands while doing 
  laundry.  This would benefit parents 
  with young children.  
_Security and assurance that personal 
  belongings will be safe from harm.

_Reliance on free natural resources 
  allows some independence.  This 
  could be especially successful in 
  rural areas where resources are 
  limited.

_It is inspired by the scrap wood 
  huts made by the “Mad Housers” in 
  Atlanta, GA who allow the 
  homeless to occupy a somewhat 
  permanent structure.  

_The design is not a part of my studio project, but 
it could be, as it will function in any environment.  
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