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Issue
Today, all our cities are prone to natural disasters 
and can be targets of violent large-scale acts, as we 
saw in New Orleans in 2005.  Our studio project this 
semester was to look at designing a hotel.  Because 
the hotel is close to many hospitals, maybe it will 
need to be change into a “surge hospital” in a case 
of an emergency.    Taking it a step further, many pa-
tients many stay here for long treatments or families 
of love ones may need to stay longer than normal.

Design Solutions

Dignity
This solution looks at citizenship in week 4- an 
embodied public sphere, and week 9- accessing 
the public sphere from the perspective of the dis-
abled.  When watching the film, "When the Levees 
Broke - A Requiem in Four Acts," in class, the people 
in that situation lose all accounts of citizenship.  It 
was amazing how long it took to get the basis.  This 
design solution looks at my studio project and looks 
at ways to give refugee and long term patients a 
place where they can get away and to socialize with 
people with the same situation.  It also gives them a 
sense of belonging in this temporary living arrange-
ment.  It gives them a sense a community so they 
feel that they are not the only people in this situation 
and they can give support to each other.  Also giving 
patients that need to go to the hospital for treatment, 
this is a place that helps with their safely and care in 
this hard time in their lives.

By adding a playground 
and fountain, allows pa-
tients, refugees, and 
kids to get away and to 
socialize with people 
outside of the hospital.

In one of the towers can 
have 4 family suits with a 
kitchenette and two bed-
rooms that share a living 
space.   Patients and refu-
gees with families that 
are staying for a long time 
at the hotel can have a 
sense of a small commu-
nity within each floor of 
the hotel. This will help 
the families to have a 
sense of belonging here.

Small scale buildings that 
address the street so long 
term patients can have 
a “front door” that con-
nects to the street so they 
do not have to use the ho-
tel to get in.  If the users 
have guest or family com-
ing over, they can use the 
front door of their unit. 

On each floor in emergency, 
open spaces in the hall-
ways can be change into 
a small nurse’s stations to 
take care of the patients 
or refugees on that floor.  





Adaptable Classroom Experience

The increasing cost of 
education in America has 
caused many schools to 
take residence in subpar and 
poor functioning buildings.  
Natural disasters have also 
had an effect on educational 
structures in communites such 
as New Orleans, LA.  These 
lack of acceptable learning 
environments create a stigma 
for those affected.  This is a 
major critique of the lack of an 
adaptable classroom.

The adaptable classroom 
experience is an effort to 
create a classroom that can 
adjust to any environment and 
any building.  Utilizing recycled 
shipping container parts, the 
classroom also has an exremely 
low carbon footpring

Utilizing adjustable and 
moveable partitions, classrooms 
are able to pop up anywhere.  
Desks are also able to be folded 
up and stored while at the same 
time allowing for a personalized 
student workspace and 
storage.

This solution offers an extremely 
customizable and user friendlu 
education environment while 
at the same time creating a 
standardized system that can 
be easily reproduced.  The only 
limitation that the system has is 
the end user’s imagination.

Adaptable Furniture 
System

Adjustable Partitions

Student Work Station
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