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ISSUE:

SOLUTION:

Indianapolis is a city heavily dependent on the car, and its infra-
structure reflects that, with its emphasis on parking lots, arterial 
roads, and so on.  This makes for a landscape unfriendly to pe-
destrian and bicycle traffic, even occasionally dangerous.

Rarely is there any specific consideration for the needs of pedes-
trians and bicyclers ... sidewalks are generally absent or perfunc-
tory, and bicycle trails and racks are infrequent.

This is changing, slowly.  Some of the newer developments are 
integrating bicycle trails, for instance, and the city is beginning a 
development plan for a network of light rail corridors, hoping to 
displace much of the commuter traffic to public transportation.

For the time being, however, bicyclers and pedestrians are mar-
ginalized by the very landscape of the city, finding it difficult to 
get around in their chosen mode of travel.

This design proposes a small contribution to the needs of India-
napolis’ bicyclers, in the form of a type of mobile ‘pod’ that can 
be transported to event sites all over the city, providing bike stor-
age and shower facilities for the city’s bicyclers.

Convenience is the goal.  Bicyclers can go to an event equipped 
with these pods knowing positively that convenient facilities will 
be available - it will not be necessary to haul around their bikes 
once there, and they will be able to take a quick shower on arrival 
if they need to.

Simply making this provision for bicyclers tells them that the city 
considers them valued citizens with important needs, a point that 
the present infrastructure somewhat undermines.  As commuter 
rail lines go in and (theoretically) car traffic decreases accord-
ingly, it should be possible to take this a step further, reclaiming 
lanes of traffic for the use of those who choose not to drive.

Also, this provision pushes bicycling further into the public 
sphere.  These aren’t just some bicycle racks to be taken on and 
off trucks for events ... they are interesting pieces plugged into 
the public landscape, and anyone who happens along wouldn’t 
be able to help but to notice them.

By legitimizing bicycling in such a clear way, the city can in-
fluence citizens’ worldviews, perhaps encouraging those who 
wouldn’t normally bike to an event to give it a try.  Through this 
and similar interventions, a move from cars and trucks to bikes 
and public transit could gain momentum, allowing Indianapolis 
to move away from its dependency on the car.
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Issue::
While bike trails and bike lanes on inner-city streets conitune to 
grow in popularity, there are unfortunately very few - let alone safe 
- places for commuters to store their bikes and shower/change before 
going to their job in the city.  In the age of carbon emission awareness 
and carpooling, a lack in options for non-fossil-fuel-based commuting 
remains.

Design::
Using street level commercial space, the design of a bike shop which 
also acts as a place for secure storage, as well as a shower/changing 
area, begins to fulfill the need for those commuting by bike into the 
city.  a two-story space allows for the shop and shower area to take 
ground level space, while the storing of the bikes functions within 
the second level space, though it is relatively open to below.  A pulley 
system, similar to that which is used at Stout’s Shoes mere blocks away, 
allows commuters to enter the shop, give their bike to an attendant, 
redeem a tag (similar to that of a coat-check system), and move into the 
changing area to prepare for their work day.  Their bike, meanwhile, is 
attached to the pulley system and taken for storage to the second floor.  
The added benefit of the storage system being within a functioning bike 
shop is that, would the customer need a part fixed or component added, 
the maintenance could be provided while the customer is at work.  If 
not, the bike is otherwise stored in a safe, clean, and weather-free 
environment - awaiting the end of the work day to be reclaimed and 
used again.

Dignity::
The design features in this project provide dignity to those trying to 
commute to and from work in a more ecological manner by creating a 
place to not only safely store their bikes during the day, but also safely 
shower and prepare for work.  Making such a space available to those 
who would prefer to commute in such a way tells those citizens that 
their ideals, safety, and property are valued equally to those commuting 
by car.  The provision of this space also allows this commuting option 
to become more prevalent through other pedestrians witnessing such a 
choice and realizing the possibility of riding as well.
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8 bikes stored vertically
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[How it Works]opportunity for solar 
hot water, grey water treatment, and 
self cleaning technology

[Site]any standard 90o parking space 
in an urban area

[Issue] Cyclist need space in urban environments to store their bikes, as well as take a shower after 
riding so they are presentable before they go to work, out to eat, to a meeting, etc.  The current push 
for sustainability in order to improve or correct outdated environmentally harmful trends has caused 
many people to begin riding bikes more often.  The problem is that the physical activity causes a 
stigma about cyclists being unpresentable in business situations, denying them dignity for something 
which they should be proud.
[Solution] The Bike Pod provides space for cyclists to shower and change clothes before work.  There 
is also vertical storage for up to eight bikes.  Lockers are provided so the cyclists will have a place to 
keep their biking clothes while they are at work.  The cyclists are responsible for the security of their 
own bikes and clothing, so they will need to bring their own locks.  The Bike Pod is located in a single 
parking space in an urban parking lot.  Since up to eight people can use the Bike Pod, it saves much 
more space than if each person had their own car at work.
[Dignity] The Bike Pod relates to citizenship because it provides a place for cyclists, who are 
stewards of the earth, to store their bikes and shower so they can avoid the stigma of being 
unpresentable in a business situation.  The Bike Pod allows people to join a cyclist subculture, which 
gives them a higher status among people who attempt to implement sustainable practices in their 
daily lives.  This solution relates to the readings on Critical Mass, which is a movement for cars to 
share the road with bikes due to increasing interests in riding.  This solution can be incorporated into 
my studio project about the urban revitalization of the Washington Street corridor in Indianapolis 
because I am creating a transit oriented design with a high priority for pedestrians and cyclists.


















