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Design For Dignity
Splash pads are a recent trend in residential park design – containing no standing water and 
therefore no lifeguards. Parents often take their young children to frolic in the water without 
the hassle of public pools and water parks. Similar spaces are being incorporated into urban 
settings to appeal to adults as well – incorporating mist for joggers or hydraulophones (water 
flutes). This trend seems to stem from a deeper issue regarding urban water features. 

This summer I participated in half-a-dozen splash pad designs for the growing suburban 
parks of Indianapolis; however, we came across much resistance when trying to implement 
standing water features in urban settings. Civic leaders expelled plans for water features 
in fear that the homeless would bathe in them and therefore project a poor image of 
Indianapolis. Unfortunately, this also means a diminished environment for the general 
public as well – similar to bench dividers meant to keep the homeless from lingering.

As a design solution should enhance the environment for all of its users, I purposed 
numerous water features around my hotel design for studio. I extended the Indianapolis 
Canal Walk into the site and included a central water fall and an adjacent splash pad. In an 
attempt at Designing for Dignity, I wanted to bridge the gap between homeless bathing and 
water features – partially returning their citizenship.

The site specific installation integrated showers and changing rooms into the program 
without compromising the hotel concept. The units provide accommodations for parents 
with children, facilities for the homeless, and integrate ADA accessibility. 

Designed for Dignity, these units attempt to restore citizenship to all its users rather than 
just a select few.

- Heated water provided from the solar hot water system on the roof extends 
usability beyond strictly summer months
- Elongated stalls allow individuals to bring in valuables while “parking” 
their shopping carts securely between the stalls 
- Simultaneously, this also allows for parents to assist their children.
- For safety, lighting and the stall base prevent individuals from hiding in 
the units
- Units do not draw attention to themselves



The purpose of this project is to provide this right to 
homeless people.  It will provide a free mailbox for 
anyone who would otherwise have no mailing address.  
Mailboxes are placed within the lobby of my studio 
design, a residential tower in downtown Indianapolis.  
It is hoped that this residential tower would serve 
as an inspiration to other residential communities to 
provide more mailboxes in different locations.  Most 
apartment buildings have extra unused mailboxes in 
their mailrooms, these would be the boxes available 
to any homeless person wishing to apply for one.

By integrating these free mailboxes with the 
mailboxes of the residents it will help to decrease 
the stigma associated with being homeless.  A 
homeless person will be able to retrieve their mail 
without being forced to be obviously labeled as 
“homeless”, which would probably occur if the 
mailboxes were located in their own designated 
facility.  Another perk of incorporating these 
mailboxes within a residential building, and 
potentially various residential buildings, is so that 
a particular address will not become known for 
this program.  In this way it limits the possibility 
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providing a mailing address for the homeless

Everyone deserves the right for a thing as simple as a mailbox.  Everyone deserves to 
be able to be sent a card on their birthday; everyone deserves the dignity of a mailing 
address to put on job applications.  This however, is a right typically denied to people 
who are homeless.

of a potential employer recognizing an 
address of a homeless person and holding 
it against the applicant.  In addition to all of 
this it will also increase interaction between 
the homeless individual and the community 
within and around the residential building.  
It will provide a psychological anchor to 
that community and a tangible connection 
to it.

Homeless people would be required to 
apply for a mailbox in order to file the 
address with the post office as well as to 
keep track of the use of the mailbox.  An 
application will be required to be renewed 
every three months in order to insure the 
continued use of the box.  If an applicant 
does not renew their box it will be given to 
someone else in need.

Homeless? Resident?
Homeless?

Mailroom

Package Room

Lobby

Access for 
the Homeless





Steel Enclosure

Touch-operated 19” 
screen, height 
centered @ 5’-3”

Service Panel

Full-Size Keyboard

3” Steel Post
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PROBLEM:
Visitors to urban environments often find themselves lost or looking for something to do, and even 
in this day and age, not everyone owns a smart phone. Public access to electronic information (the 
internet) is largely limited to libraries and pay-as-you-go internet cafe’s, which are far less popular 
in the US than in other countries. Visitors often feel too intimidated to ask for directions or sugges-
tions, thus leaving themselves with few options for accessing directions or local business informa-
tion.
The homeless population also suffers from a lack of access to information, and while public librar-
ies offer access to everyone, homeless people may find themselves targets of discrimination in such 
public institutions. In an age where email exchange is as common as telephone conversation, and 
even more common than ground mail, access to an email account can be a vital asset in a job hunt as 
well as other facets of daily life, even to the homeless.
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SOLUTION:
Public internet kiosks located in urban environments would 
provide for acces to vital information such as local attrac-
tions, transit info, and access to email accounts. Local busi-
nesses could advertise on the kiosks, with ads running on 
intermittant pages, allowing for free access for all users.
The kiosk would feature a touch-screen display with limited 
access, only allowing users to utilize specific information, 
thus preventing inappropriate use. A flat, one-piece, full size 
keyboard would allow users to send email and search for 
businesses, entertainment, and other attractions, while pre-
venting water damage and allowing for easy cleaning and 
maintenence.
The kiosk is housed in a 6-sided steel enclosure on a post 
grounded into the curb to prevent damage and theft. The 
open side would be angled to keep the screen as dry as pos-
sible, although certain measures of waterproofing would 
have to be taken regardless.
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POWER STATION FOR THE HOMELESS
Electrical Outlets and water-tight storage units.
Issue: Architects and designers sometimes think about creating places and objects intended to help the 
homeless, however many times one important thing is overlooked: the need for electricity. People who do 
have homes may sometimes take having outlets to plug into for granted. It could be something as simple as 
turning on a lamp to read at night, or plugging in your phone (even though the homeless probably don’t have 
a phone, but even if they did, they would have very few choices in where to charge it.) Sometimes people 
wonder why homeless people can’t get or keep a job, when a majority of them are not physically or mentally 
disabled, and ARE eagar to find work. Without a consistent place to plug in a basic alarm clock, they can find 
it hard to wake up early in the morning on a routine basis. The other issue is their lack of permanent 
storage. The belongings that homeless people collect are many times subjected to rain, snow, damage, or 
removal by authorities in an attempt to clean up that area. They do not have a safe place to store anything 
at all usually.
Solution: To give the homeless a stronger feeling of citizenship in society, and as a long term attempt to get 
some of them back on their feet, I have designed this “power station.” The unit can be perminently placed 
close to a homeless camp. It is constructed of a 2” square tube frame for durability, and the lockers are 
watertight. The biggest features of this project are 2 permanent outlet strips located beneath the two 
tabletops, where the homeless can use to make their life a little easier. The outlets are powered by 2 
monocrystaline 200w. photovoltaics on top of the roof panel. 400w. total may not seem like a lot, but can 
power simple things like a lamp, radio, small food heater, alarm clock, or an electric can opener. They can 
run extension cords for convinience. People tend to give the homeless “canned foods” without an easy open 
tab and then have no idea of how they will open or even heat it. This is a long term attempt to help solve a 
worldwide problem, while at the same time giving the homeless a better sense of dignity.

2 pv panels and inverter
Corrugated steel roofing

2” square steel tubing
Watertight lockers

2 tabletops/outlets
Concrete pad

concrete pad

Roof Plan of the structure
Scale: Not to scale, N^
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